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line of approach5 since the Danes had removed
all sea marks.
Shortly after midday, Nelson moved south with
Ms force,, which consisted of twelve of the line,
four frigates and a number of gunboats, and
with his flag in the Elephant (74), which was of
shallower draught than the SL George (90).
The first business was to reach the southern
end of the King's Deep, which was successfully
accomplished that night by passing the channel
known as the Outer Deep running between the
Middle Ground and a still larger shoal enclosing
the island of Saltholm. Nelson was now within
two miles of the city, but no effort was made to
interfere "with him, and Captain Hardy actually
rowed round the nearest Danish ship after dark,
quietly taking soundings with a pole. That night
Nelson gave a large dinner-party in the Elephant^
and later began to draw up his orders for the
attacl^ assisted by Captains Riou and Foley.
Hardy returned at eleven, and the orders were
completed by one in the morning, when the
clerks began to copy them, not finishing till six.
Nelson lay in his cot encouraging their efforts
and receiving reports till about five, when he
dressed and had breakfast. The wind which
had carried his ships south the day before had
changed and was favourable for passing through
the King's Deep towards the north, so that there
was no time to lose.
The ships of the line were to distribute them-
selves along the front of the seventeen Danish
ships and floating batteries, and anchor by the
stem, while three frigates and the flotilla under
Captain Edward Riou were to engage the